
Anna O’Neil, Senior Clinical Technologist in Radiotherapy Physics at Oxford University 

Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, recently obtained Full Membership of IPEM following her 

Clinical Technologist registration with the Register of Clinical Technologists (The RCT). She 

was brought up in a medical household whilst enjoying physics and engineering at school. 

Understanding the physical world around her was a passion that she thoroughly enjoyed 

and she went to the University of St Andrews to study Physics, where she obtained her BSc 

(Hons) Physics while being a Founder Member of a rebooted Physics Society. 

Following this she completed a PhD in Physics, during which she had further opportunities for public 

understanding of science events and enjoyed engaging with the general public and particularly young physicists, 

whilst being a laboratory demonstrator and tutor during her PhD. During her PhD she went to many national and 

international conferences whilst enjoying an active role in the Institute of Physics, visiting CERN and joining the 

Young Professionals Network. After completing her PhD she worked in industry for a number of years were she 

actively sought opportunities with a medical slant, which led to the Open University to complete a part-time 

Postgraduate Diploma in Medical Physics, before going on to complete an IPEM-accredited MSc in Medical 

Physics. For her MSc she completed a project at Northampton General Hospital in imaging physics.  

She joined IPEM as a student member and has moved up through the membership categories which she intends 

to continue throughout her career. The Open University course was IPEM-accredited providing the correct course 

modules were taken. Given she knows how important validation by a professional body is; she completed the 

additional work required for the IPEM-accreditation of her Master’s degree. She was particularly interested in 

radiotherapy (RT) which embraced all disciplines within medical physics. 

Since receiving her IPEM-accredited MSc from the Open University she has not looked back; it enabled her to get 

a fixed-term Development Physicist role in Radiotherapy within a Multidisciplinary team of clinicians, physicists, 

clinical scientists and radiographers researching Total Body Irradiation (TBI) at Oxford University Hospitals NHS 

Trust which led to a permanent post. She found opportunities for showcasing their work in TBI at IPEM’s biennial 

conference MPEC and attended IPEM conference days on imaging and IMRT whilst presenting work there. She 

has opportunities for Quality Assurance and planning within the Radiotherapy Department whilst working on TBI 

which she finds extremely fulfilling and she is currently reviewing IPEM’s Report 81 (Second Edition) “Physics 

Aspects of Quality Control in Radiotherapy” following its recent publication.  

She has an interest in auditing and is currently checking the department’s conformance and identifying 

opportunities for improvement of QA procedures in light of the significant improvements in technology within the 

radiotherapy discipline. 

Anna’s RCT training was completed to get to a level of independent practice within her role. She has taken on the 

first position of IPEM training manager for the RCT with Radiotherapy Physics at their newly-accredited training 

centre. The opportunities for learning and advancement that IPEM offers have given her the tools to find her 

niche in an extremely rewarding career and she looks forward to being able to participate fully in IPEM activities 

and with the RT SIG in future. 


