
Emily, a Trainee Clinical Scientist at University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire NHS 

Trust, graduated with a BSc in Physics from the University of Birmingham in July 2017. 

During the degree, she learned about the applications of physics in medicine and 

healthcare.  In her final year she chose modules that supported her knowledge and 

strengthened her interest in the area of medical physics.  Emily’s final year project 

investigated nuclear medicine technologies currently used in hospitals, whilst her 

dissertation focused on potential advances in external beam radiotherapy and proton therapy. 

 

Emily has since begun her physics career as a Trainee Clinical Scientist in Medical Physics within the NHS.  She is 

currently on the NHS Scientist Training Programme (STP).  The programme includes work-based placements at 

University Hospital Coventry and a part-time master’s degree in Clinical Science at the University of Liverpool.  Emily 

spent approximately a year in clinical rotations covering radiotherapy, diagnostic radiology, nuclear medicine, MRI 

and ultrasound.  She is now completing the rest of her training on the Imaging with Ionising Radiation pathway, 

specialising in nuclear medicine and diagnostic radiology.  After the programme she will become a state-registered 

Clinical Scientist with the capacity and responsibility to make vital decisions about patient care and safety.  

 

Emily enjoys getting involved in the wider healthcare science community.  She is a member of the West Midlands 

Healthcare Science Trainee Network and regularly attend NSHCS Trainee Representative Group meetings.  As an 

aspiring medical physicist, she saw membership of IPEM as a good way of preparing her for life after university, 

providing access to conferences, bursaries and career resources.  She joined IPEM as a Student Member in summer 

2015 during her undergraduate degree.  The IPEM website was incredibly useful for finding out different career 

routes for entering the field of medical physics after university. 

 

Emily attended the Medical Physics and Engineering Conference (MPEC) Members’ Day 2016.  The day proved an 

excellent opportunity to network with medical physicists at various stages of their careers and gave her insight into 

matters affecting current trainees, including funding and career progression after professional registration.  This 

was incredibly beneficial for her application to the STP.  Upon starting the STP in September 2017, she upgraded to 

become an Associate Member.  This has allowed her to continue to access valuable IPEM resources during her 

training and registration and have a voice in the medical physics community.  

 

In January 2018, Emily attended the Trainee Induction and Specialism Day which is aimed at trainees in medical 

physics and engineering.  The day gave her the opportunity to network with other trainees and to meet face-to-

face with those involved in the organisation of her training.  She also attended MPEC Members’ Day 2018, which 

included sessions on leadership, innovation and patient assessment skills. Both events were free to attend as a 

member of IPEM. 

 

In 2017, Emily was involved in the International Day of Medical Physics (IDMP) campaign which celebrated the 150th 

birthday of Marie Sklodowska-Curie.  Emily was delighted to be chosen to feature on a commemorative poster 

showcasing 150 women from over 25 countries who all work in medical physics. 



Emily enjoys using her interpersonal and communication skills to pass on her passion for science and technology 

through outreach work as a STEM Ambassador.  She has been involved in several outreach activities as part of the 

IPEM Outreach network.  She has volunteered with IPEM and Health Education England at The Big Bang Fair in 

Birmingham for the past three years, promoting to a young audience how the scientific and clinical work of 

healthcare scientists saves lives and improves health every day.  The equipment they have had available to them 

has been fantastic, ranging from an ultrasound scanner and phantom, to VR headsets and an inflatable MRI scanner.  

 

Emily has also helped to organise outreach events within her Trust and IPEM’s ‘The Science and the Scientists’ 

leaflets and posters have been incredibly helpful in the delivery of these events.  In Healthcare Science Week 2018, 

she helped host a stand in the Outpatients Department of her hospital, where she spoke to patients and members 

of the public about the role healthcare scientists play in their diagnosis and treatment and in improving the quality 

of care provided.  She has also made use of IPEM’s digital resources when giving presentations to secondary school 

students as part of UHCW’s School Taster Week and to undergraduates interested in careers in healthcare science 

at the University of Birmingham and the University of Warwick. 


