
Liam Stubbington is a Trainee Clinical Scientist (Radiotherapy Physics) at East Suffolk 

and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust.  Liam’s first job (because it is a job!) was studying 

for his doctorate in biophysics at Durham University where he worked on a project 

called ‘Lipid Bilayers on Elastic Substrates’.  The gist goes like this: cells are encapsulated 

in elastic amphiphilic membranes and how this surface deforms, under external stress, 

is of great interest in the study of disease and novel membrane-based technologies. 

The experimental platform Liam worked on allowed him and his colleagues to apply 

a controlled and reversible areal dilation to the membrane whilst imaging the response with fluorescence 

microscopy.   

 

The project was interesting and taught Liam many things including the importance of regular tea-breaks!  But the 

project also taught him that he needs to see a direct impact from his work, hence the interest in the STP programme 

and IPEM membership. 

 

Liam’s STP training is still in its infancy.  He thoroughly enjoyed the two rotations he has had so far (MRI, 

Radiotherapy) and he is relishing the challenges that lie ahead.  He intends on becoming a Full Member of IPEM 

once his STP training is complete and he is registered as a clinical scientist. 

 

Liam’s direct contact with IPEM, thus far, has included setting up a stall outside the radiotherapy entrance at Ipswich 

Hospital for National Healthcare Science Week.  This was motivated by a firm interest in increasing public awareness 

of the role of physics and engineering in medicine.  The stall was a huge success, mostly thanks to the resources 

provided by IPEM which included a guess the everyday object from the CT/MR scan game.  Liam believes 

passionately that there is a huge amount of work done by physicists and engineers that translates to real clinical 

benefit, yet as a community they do such a spectacular job at hiding away from the public, most patients and visitors 

would not know that they exist! 

 

IPEM connects Liam to the medical physics community.  He intends to never stop learning throughout life; through 

the many connections offered by IPEM, he has a means of achieving this.  Liam feels IPEM also offers an 

environment in which to engage the public with the role of physics and engineering in healthcare. 

 

Liam is truly grateful to have found himself on this training scheme and has to pinch himself most mornings!  He 

has no doubt that IPEM will feature heavily throughout every stage of his career and he strongly believes that with 

such a talented work force, both in current service and in training, the future of healthcare science is in safe hands. 


