
Nicola Clark, currently a veterinary radiotherapy physics clinical technologist at The 

Animal Health Trust, built on her Science A-Levels with a BSc in Veterinary Science and 

her journey with IPEM started when she gained a place on a pilot training scheme for 

‘radiotherapy physics clinical technologist trainees’.  

 

 Struggling to find any veterinary science related jobs Nicola decided to look for science-

based work in the NHS.  The pilot RT scheme was created to combat the variation in training across radiotherapy 

centres and was to be funded by the Department of Health’s National Cancer Action Team (NCAT) and 

Modernising Scientific Careers (MSC).  The vacancy required a science degree of 2:1 or higher and, fortunately, 

Nicola was given a place at University College Hospital, London (UCLH).  Day to day Nicola worked at UCLH 

alongside the radiotherapy physics team and on rotation through treatment planning, QA and brachytherapy.  

Nicola was continually assessed via case-based discussions and direct observational procedures and had to 

complete competencies in each of the set training modules.  Despite radiotherapy being so different to anything 

she had done before, Nicola really enjoyed the challenge and found it very interesting.  At the end of her training 

Nicola gained an IPEM Diploma in Clinical Radiotherapy Physics and was able to apply to join the Register of 

Clinical Technologists (RCT).  Nicola really enjoyed her job and ended up staying at UCLH as a Technologist for a 

further two years, building on all of the competencies she had learnt.  After 4 years of work, Nicola was 

competent to plan conformal, external beam breast, prostate, gyane, oesophagus, limb, SCF, brain and TBI plans, 

plus gynae and prostate brachytherapy plans.  She was also able to do linac, CT, brachy and Gulmay QA.  

 

Nicola often found herself wondering if radiotherapy had ever been considered for animals. Upon learning that 

there were in fact 6 veterinary radiotherapy centres in the UK, she arranged to do a week’s work experience at a 

centre based in Cambridge. After doing this, she learnt of a vacancy at The Animal Health Trust. She was 

successful in getting the job and has since worked at the Trust for as a veterinary radiotherapy technologist.  

 

Nicola tells us that Associate Membership with IPEM is a good way for her to ‘keep in touch’ with recent 

developments in physics and engineering in human medicine and she says it’s great to feel like a valued member 

of such a big organisation full of likeminded people. 

 

You can read more about Nicola in the December 2018 edition of Scope: see the article: ‘A day in the life of a 

member’ on pages 51-52. 


