
 

Rebecca Hughes started working as a Trainee Clinical Technologist in Radiotherapy Physics 

in 2010.  In the first two years she attended Castle College in Nottingham every Tuesday 

whilst also working full time and for the remainder of the course she attended De Montfort 

University for block weeks covering a variety of topics including her speciality Radiotherapy 

Physics.  At the end, she was successfully awarded a Diploma in Clinical Technology for 

Radiotherapy Physics and graduated with a First Class BSc Degree with Honours in June 2014.  

It was an excellent opportunity as not only was she acquiring more and more experience by 

working full-time but her learning was also funded.  She has now been qualified for more than five years and has 

started on the Route 2 Training Scheme to become a qualified Clinical Scientist within Radiotherapy.  Her role within 

the department has expanded more over the years and her responsibilities now include a mixture of tasks such as 

treatment planning, mould room, routine QC, brachytherapy planning and calculations for treatment.  Rebecca says 

that it is a very interesting and rewarding career. 

 

Rebecca has been a member of IPEM ever since starting her training nine years ago.  During this time, she was 

guided through with the help of an external supervisor provided by IPEM.  Even now, with her current training, 

Rebecca has the help of an external advisor which, she tells us, is very useful as these advisors are often people 

who have been within the field for many years and have lots of experience. 

 

Recently Rebecca has been involved in the Lottie on Tour project which IPEM are taking part in.  This is organised 

by the Women’s Engineering Society to celebrate their 100th anniversary.  Lottie is a doll that travels round various 

departments to showcase women in medicine and engineering.  Lottie was with Rebecca for a few days and was 

pictured carrying out quality checks on various machines, performing patient specific QA and even had her own 

impression and mask created!  Rebecca says that this was good fun and will hopefully encourage young people into 

science related professions such as hers. 

 

Being an Associate member means Rebecca can keep in touch with the various events taking place including 

courses, conferences and outreach activities.  Without being part of IPEM Rebecca says she would have never heard 

about Lottie on Tour or other events.  She adds that membership helps her to keep up to date with changes in her 

profession and that Scope, the quarterly membership magazine, is often an interesting read.   IPEM membership 

has also helped Rebecca during her current training as she is able to be in contact and network with other trainees 

in her similar position. 


