
 

 

Volunteering your services during Covid-19 

Many sectors of the healthcare science workforce are being asked to volunteer their services 

in a variety of different ways during the Covid-19 crisis. 

This is a list, though not exhaustive, of the ways IPEM members can get involved. The 

information is as up to date as it can be, although in such a fast-changing environment, 

needs and requirements can change quickly. 

 

 

1. Non-clinically trained engineers  in London - and outside London - who may want to 

volunteer to work in field hospitals in different parts of the country should email 

LondonWorkforceHub@hee.nhs.uk . 

 

2. Any healthcare professionals not currently employed for the NHS who would like to 

volunteer can apply through: https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/returning-clinicians/   

 

3. There is a particular need for the following existing NHS healthcare scientists:  

• Clinical engineers or healthcare scientists with equipment expertise 
• Biomedical scientists and MLAs in biochemistry, virology and haematology. 

Those from other specialisms will be given appropriate training 
• Mortuary technicians or anatomical pathologists 
• Cardiac and respiratory physiologists and scientists 
• Anyone with clinical skills to support ICU teams 

  

To register interest, please use the following link (staff must clear this with their NHS Trust or 

Health Board beforehand):  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SUQlyuwGHU6jyfi4Tir-

P7yFu2nhK5pGhw9pumecvtxUQlVUT0g5NE9IVDlTMVdUUUVMNjg3S0ROVCQlQCN0PWc

u 
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4. NHS England sent out an urgent request for experienced clinical and medical engineers, 

including technologists or the wider engineering community, to help set up the NHS 

Nightingale Hospital at the Excel Conference Centre in London’s Docklands. Please follow 

this link: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/returning-clinicians/faqs-ahps/?f24_pid=dd3fe3bc-
dc46-4155-b38f-
ecfd59a56e90&utm_campaign=Engineers%20under%2070&utm_source=force24&utm_med

ium=email&utm_content=textlink 

 

5. The Health & Care Professions Council have created a temporary register to allow former 
registrants and final year students on the STP programme to practise on a temporary basis: 

https://www.hcpc-uk.org/covid-19/ 

 

6. To volunteer for the NHS Nightingale Hospital in London, there is an acute need for 
people with clinical and technical skills and background to assist in the running of ICUs. At 
the moment, they are looking at training healthcare scientists from ANY of the specialisms to 
rapidly upskill through structured training to assist in the running of ICUs. These roles might 
include assisting with ICU equipment set-up; performing acceptance function test and daily 
checks; training clinical users; basic first-line troubleshooting and assisting clinically if 
required. Prior ICU experience is not required. Hotel accommodation and food will be 
provided, plus all travel expenses reimbursed. Please contact Ross.Stephens@kcl.ac.uk 
with your availability (how long you can volunteer for) and a brief biography. 

 

7. The Royal Academy of Engineering has set up a database of volunteers for Auxiliary 

Engineering Support roles for the Nightingale Hospital at the Excel Centre in London, plus 

those being set up elsewhere in the country. There will be some financial recompense for 

your service (this is yet to be finalised) and for those that need it, hotel accommodation at 

the hospital sites and close to the NHS Trusts will be provided. Appropriate training and 

supervision will also be provided by NHS clinical engineering staff. For more information and 

to register, follow this link: 

https://www.raeng.org.uk/policy/engineering-response-to-covid-19/active-government-calls 
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